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JOHN: [{@) N E S hy 


SIR, 
FITYAHE Uniting of Chridtiams i is wy Ute 


ry aefar able a thing, that the bring- 

ing it to paſs will deſerve the utmoſt 
of our Care and Pains ; whoever. offers any 
thing that tends this way, deſercies.. to be 
heard. The Aiſchiefs of canons Sepa- 
ration from one another, are not eaſily ta be 
reckon'd up : Onthe other hand, the Advan- 
tages of Uniting upon toler able Terms 
exceeding great. Upon theſe Conſiderations 
T think the follywing _— well: worthy to 
be 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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be made publick,; and no Man CT hope) will 
think it unſeaſonable to publiſh them at this 
time, when there are on foot honeſt Defigns 
and Ep deavours of procuring a laſting Upity 

among our ſelves. T his Opportunity which 
Wwe have of effeins it, I hope, will not be 
Loft ; and T ſhall much rejoice, if theſe fol- 
[Iy*nz Papers will any way contribute to /o 
ble ſſed an End : Upon that Score it is, that 
I cannot but commend them to the Confader as 
tion of all that wiſh well to our common Chri- 
ſhanity ; and, conſedering the Authors, and 
Occaſion of this following Letter, I cannot 
think it will be unacceptabl » to any that are 
Protetants. 

I need not tell you why I prefix your 
Name : *T is but juſt that it Hhould return to 
hin, from whom the Copy, and the Opportu- 
nity of Printins it came. I tru$!, you will 
have no Cauſe. to repent that you conſe nated to 
this Publication : It is hinh tims, in our /e- 
veral Places, to do all we can to the putting 
ai 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
an End, as much as may be, to our unhappy 
Differences. 

God of his Mercy inſpire us all with the 
Spirit of Peace and Charity, of Meekneſs 
and Modeſty, and mutual Forbearance ; and 
grant that we may mind the Things that 
make for Peace, and for the Edifying of 


ne another, 
» 


I am, 1n great Sincerity, 


$ I NR; 


Otoyer 21. Your moſt Aﬀecionate 
1 6 J. 


Friend and Servant, 


Richard Kidder, 


LACETUETET) 


Te WF, 


Sirs, 

Here is a Report runs abroad-in.the World, that in your 
approaching Aſembly,..under the auſpicious Influences 
of His Moſt, Chriſtian Majeſty, ,you are to uſe.your 
Endeavours, about that which chat great King doth call 

his great Work ; which. is,.the Re-unjon. of. his Subjects into one 
and the ſame Religion. 
The King hath very great reaſon to call this his great Work, 
becauſe that if he bring it. about, it will be the greateſt Work that 
hath been effected cheſs many Ages, and the molt glorious Work 
toq , and I may add to, that, the moſt, 20m Work alſo, provi 
ded that it be. done upon Princjples, conformable to Reaſon, Re- 
ligion, and Piety. You have perhaps thought, Sirs, that the Pro- 
teſtants of France were very far from the point, to which they are 
deſigned to be brought : When they have been talk'd to.of a Re- 
ynion, the greateſt part of them have look'd upon it as a thing im- 
rr and they have not ſeem'd ſo much as to.dekire it, and pro- 
ably, it is that Diſpaſition of Spirit, wherein they: were thought 
to be, which hath induced-you to ſo herſh.a Courſe againſt'them, 
You were of opinion, that after you. had mortified them, by the loſs 
of their Temples, of their Liberties and Privileges, of-their very 
Children, and, in many places, of their Eſtates, they would be the 
more eaſily brought to your Bent : But, Sirs, I dare aſſure you, 
that all this was needleſs, and that they who have leem'd. nat to de- 
fire the Re-union, did lie under that Indiſpolitiqn only upon account 
of the apparent lmpoſlibilicy which they ſaw; in-that Deſign, for 
otherwiſe, there is not one of us that hath not, and doth not, with 
a very ardent Paſſion, deſire to ſee an end of a Schiſm ſo ſcandalous, 
and which doth put ſo great 2n obſtacle ro the accompliſhmeat of 
thoſe Prophecies which do promiſe unto us the Re-calling of the 
Jews, and the Bringing in of all the Peopte of the World uato the 

Chriſtian Faith. x | 

That, Sirs, which made us to believe this Re-union impoſlible, 
was, becauſe we could not perſuade our ſelves, that we were ſin- 
cerely invited thereunto ; but that Deceit did lie at the bottom of 
this fair Pretence, and that it was nothing but a Snare laid to en- 
trapusz for otherwiſe we believe, that om is nothing mores, 
| tnan 


(2) 
than to bring ſuch an Enterpriſe to good ſucceſs, provided, Yrs, that 
Yau wo yaur ſelves with that Spirit of Equity, Reaſon, 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice, which ought to be inſeparable from Perſons 
of your CharaCter, called to the ConduCtt and Government of the 
Church. | 
We would very willingly, Sirs, be perſuaded of your good In- 
tentions, and do yuo acknowledge, that the Gatican Church is 
the purelt part of'all the Kon Churches that are at this day in the 
whole World : The reſt of the Churches wrhich'.do ſtyl depend 
npon the See of Ropre,do pertinacioufly continue in theit ancient diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, and in thoſe Diſorders wherewith they were reproached 
at the begjoning of the laſt Age; but the Qalrcan Church 'is at this 
day compoſed of learned, underſtanding, wile and moderate Bi. 
fops, ant fach who (for the molt part 7 have a great care of the 
Goyernment of their Dioceſſes. - This dottr incline us 'tb beh , 
that. it is not the Spirit 6f Perſecytion which doth'exrite yon, Bui 
that" (in truth) you do ſeriouſly deſire the Peace of the Church, and 
the Ceſſation of that grand Schiſan which hath divided the Weſt, 
for above theſe hundred and fifty Years. | | 
You do well believe; rhat if the Galican Church hatl bot vact re- 
anited her Children ivto one and the fame Society of Chriſtians, her 
Example wonld be of 'great force ant weight with al] rhe reſt of 
E:evpe ;” and that allthe Weſtern Chriſtians would be found to re- 
tarh, in a ſhort time, rg a Spirit of Peace and Concord: And we 
are of the ſame Belief, together with'you. For which Cauſe, we 
do offer up our Vaws, with moſt ſincere and ardent Prayers, that 
rx will pleaſe God ro inſpire you with reaſonable Thoughts, and 
put into your Hearts'juſt Ways and Means for the enterpriſing and 
53 ap a0» of this great Work, | 
[tis an Aﬀair Which is common to us, as well as you; for we arc 
one of thoſe Parties that are to be re-united : lt 1s therefore but 
re2ſonable that we ſhould ſpeak, and that we ſhould be heard in this 
matter; and by conſequence, it would be but” juſt, that we ſhould 
be permitted tg aſſemble, and to confer together. Perhaps the Spi- 
rit- of God wbuld ſuggeſt unto 'us ſuch Thoughts and Means as 
would nor be oiſpleaſing unto you : But, in bumble Expettatzon, 
until his good Providence ſhall bring that Wark unto-its maturity, 
and waiting until aur whole Body can make their Remonſtrances 
unto you, permit ſome particular Perſons of that Body, Sirs, to ac- 
quzint you with their T ouears. Theirdefign is purpoſely ro make 
you comprehend, that this. Work of Re-nnion is' not 10 difficule as 
you 


(49) 
you (perhaps) tay have perſuaded your ſelves that it was: Yaw 
may proceed therein by fuch w#ys:2s will afluredily bring it-uaco 
gaeu ſucceſs, without wounding your, Coviciences in the leaſt moa- 
re, and without offering any violetice; unto oups. For the progt 
of which, we will lay down ſuch Priaciples, wherein, Sirs, we are 
perſuaded that you will coatent with-us, tor they are unconteſtable. 
r.. lo the firſt place, We wppoſe that you have real Inten- 
tions for a true Re-union (td take that Termin its moſt exaCt, ang. 
ſtrict ſignification:) AN Treaties which are made in War, between 
two Parties) are. properly of Re-untons. In noge of all thoſe Trex 
ties whatſoever, doth:any one of the Parties carry away all that.ir 
doth demand z for otherwiſe, it would nor be to treat, but to re- 
ceive the Law of the Conqueror ; that is, to lubmir unto the Yoke 
of Oppreſlion, as being the weakeſt and vanquiſhed Party, But 
in every true Union, there muſt be 2 yiclding/0n, both 'fides 3, both 
do make high Demands, but. each -of -them is: contented to:take 
machleſs : It is therefore neceltary; Sirs, thet:-you ſhould explain 
your ſelves upon that Particular ; and we do believe you- to be too 
reaſonable, not to expett a ſatisfattory Anſwer from you. You 
will undoubtedly tell us, that yon do ſpeak in good Faith, and 
mean ſincerely, when. you ſpeak-of a Re-unjon z; and that, you con- 
ceive there may be 'aRedaxationmidde in fome tels important Ars 
ticles, for Peace ſake, and ro bring} back again: into the Baſom of 
the Church, ſo many Perſons which (as y.ou- believe).are departed 
from it. For otherwile, if by the term of Re-union' there be no- 
thing meant, but (fimply) a Return uoto the Komer Church, though 
ſhe do never reform her ſelf, nor concede anything demanded of 
ber, ic is clear«chat that is but'a:mere. Abuſe'ot the/Terms, and-can 
never be cilled a'Re-union,, 4r'is nothing bot-a pure and imple Ab- 
joration of that which you call Schiſm and /Heveſte; . It is not to be 
believed, Sirs, that rhis ts that which you intend ; for you are more 
wiſe thanto attempt ſuch a Work,and notto ſee that its abſolutely 
impollible; It is not (1 confeſs) impoflible for a King;.ſo puillang 
as Onrs is, to Extirpate'ont of: his Eftates that, which they call Catz 
viniſm : He hath already razed our Temples, ſcattered our Flocks, 
chated away the moſt part of our Miniſters : Thar Temptation/yath 
already prevailet! over a great number of Pebple, unto whom you 
do the honear tv give the-name of Converts. :If, by your Advices 
His Majeſty do continue this harſh Courſe to his faithful Subjects, 
who-defire nothing ſo much as the Glory of their Sovereign ;; if 
the King d&foerte the Reformed, dpwking away of thein(Chieren 
2 J 


(49). 
y- rigorons EdiCts, by | Sentences of Death and Baniſhment, "to 
gel Pate, the weakeſt of them may Qparkope) return: 
mto the Communion of Rome” which, yet notwithſtanding,' they: 
cannot but deteſt with all their Hearts 3 and fo you will make: a 
Company of Hypocrites, 'and profane Converts: of them. The 
grezteſt part of thoſe tha are truly pious, will find a Retreat ; and 
whatever tare can be taken to ſhut the Gates of the Kingdom againſt 
them, yet they will make an Eſcape through the Windows: Af- 
ter: this manner it is, that Calviniſm will be extinguiſhed in Fraxce : 
Biit this, Sirs,- can never be accounted a Re-union,” this is noty: in 
all-probability, that which you have in your 'aim to do; for this 
would be to bring the Kingdom to Deſolation, to raviſh from the 
King his SubjeCts,'to add unto the Church falſe Chriſtians, and un- 
to Jeſus Chriſt falſe Members. 
Beſides allthis, Sirs, it isnot to be believed,” that Men, of ſuch 
greatKnowledgeand Wiſdom as you ate, can chule: but conceive, 
That-it would be very edifying, to ſacrifice ſomething for the Sal- 
vation of ſo many Thouſands of Souls, which live in a State of Sepa- 
ration, and which you (by your Principles) are obliged to look 
upon as'Souls which dodeſtroy themſelves. It is not likely, that 
you ſhould be of the cruel number of Thoſe, who ſay, That the 
Church would not put ont a Wax+Candle: in Favour of the Hugo- 
mori: For* (in hort) Reaſon, 'Piety, -and Religion, do require a 
Tolleration of the Weak. oo 
The Apoſtle St. Paul was throughly perſuaded, that the Uſe of 
the Legal Ceremonies was Uſeleſs and Unprofitable;z nay, that it 
was dangerous unto Chriſtianity. He goes ſo far, as toſay, That 
they who do obſerve the Law, do diſ-annul the. Goſpel ; and yet. 
nevertheleſs; he doth conſtantly preach up mutual Forbearance. 
He requires, That the Weak ſhould be borne with ;. That he that 
eats of all Things indifferently, ſhould not deſpiſe him that makes 
a Scruple of eating diverſe Things; That Chriſtians ſbould proceed 
and keep Pace with each other in thoſe Things wherein they do 
agree, until God ſhall reveal unto them thoſe Things wherein they 
differ. = 12) | \ 
The Evidence of Reafon is ſo ſtrong and ſoclear.for this, that it 
is impoſſible not to ditcern'it. The Salvation of Souls, aad the 
Bleſſing of Peace, are two great Motives which ought to regulate 
the Dutiesof the Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift ; It would be a Cruelty 
(for which they muſk give an account unto God). ta ſuffer Men to 
be deſtroyed, whom they might bring back again unto the Chi ch, 
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by granting them ſome certain things which would content them, 
without doing any prejudice to the Fundamentals of Religion. This 
then is aur firſt undiſputable Principle 3 namely, that all thoſe of 
either fide that wil) endeavour a Re-union, ought to ſearch our 
Means whereby to content both Parties; not to ſtand upon the 
Point of Rigour, without any Relaxation; and for the Benefic of 
Peace, to yield unto any Thing which doth no wrong unto 
on; Ellence of Faith, and of that Worſhip which we owe uato 
God. 

2. Our ſecond Principle is this, That when once Men are come 
to that pious Iatention, to yield mutually, for the benefit of Peace, 
they cannot (honeſtly) demand of each other any Relaxation in thoſe 
things which either of the Parties doth believe to be of the higheſt 
importance, and of ſovereign neceſlity for the Salvation of Souls. 
I will ſuppoſe that they do believe, as neceflary unto Salvation, or 
as incompatible with Salvation, certain Things, which yer, for all 
that, are not of the Foundation, and ſo deceive themſelves ; but 
yet notwithſtanding, the Party which is in that Error, ought not 
to be demanded to make any Conceſſions thereupon : The Reaſon 
of it is clear, becauſe it would be to damn thoſe People from whom 
ſuch Conceſlions were extorted. A Man who ſhould believe {for 
Example ſake). that the Obſervation of Lent is abſolutely incompa- 
tible with Salvation, and yet notwithſtanding, out of Complai- 
ſance, and for the Advantages of Peace, ſhould re-unite himſelt un- 
to a Church, with an unmoveable Reſolution to obſerve ir, would 
(undoubtedly) damn himſelf ; ne would commit a Sin againſt his 
Conſcience, and, in ſome ſort, againſt the Holy Ghoſt: Whaſcemr 
1s not of. Fauth, is Sin, and a Men who, in doing an indifferent A- 
Ction, doth believe that he commirs a mortal Sin, doth ſin mortal- 
ly : HeaQts (by a Spirit of Revolt) formally azainſt the Ordinan=- 
ces of God, or agaiaſt that which he eſtcems to be the Law of God, 
None therefore can, nor ought to force any Party to concede any 
thing in ſuch Points which they believe to be neceſſary ; but mull: 
firſt inſtru, convince, and work them into. a full ?erſualion, that 
they do needleſly ſtartle at things which are not what they do be- 
lieve them to be. This is our ſecor d Principle, which ſeems to us 
as indiſputable as the former z and to be built upon ſuch ſolid Rea- 
ſon, that it will be received by all rerſons who are (never ſo little) 
diſengaged from Prejudiccs. 

3- Our third Priaciple is this, That when the Queſtion is of any 
Article (whether it be of Faith, cc of Practice) which one of the 
Parties 
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Parties doth hold to be falſe ; and ſo'falſe, that the'Belef, or the 
PraCtice of thatArticte would efſentially concern Religion,and rulne 
the very Foundations thereof : And the other Party holds ttobe 
true z but yet ſo, as that the PraRice,' or the Belief thereof is noc 
(according to his Opinion) abſolutely neceſſary unto the Efſence of 
Religion : 1n this caſe (1 ſay) it is clear, that Chriſtian Charity and 
Prudence do require, that the Party which holds that Article to be 
true, but not neceſſary, ſhould yield, and-bear with the-Weakneſs 
of him who looks upon it as falſe, as intolerable, and as ruinous 
unto the Fundamentals of Religion ; or as incompatible with Edi- 
fication. This Truth doth ſeem to me to carry ſo great an Evi- 
dence in it, that | know not whether it be neceflary to prove it. 
Is it not clear, by the precedent Principle, that he who gives him- 
ſelf a Liberty in any Point which is rea!ly fundamental, or which 
he believes to be ſo, doth damn himſelf, doth att againft his Con- 
ſcience, ard ruine his Salvation? Bat, on the contrary, That he 
who takes a Liberty in any Point which he (indeed) doth bekieve 
to be true, but doth not believe it to beof an abſolute neceſliey, 
doth do nothing againſt his Conſcience ? In the firſt place, hedorh 
not betray the Truth ; for (as we ſhall fee in that which follows) 
he is not to be obliged to ſubſcribe the RejeCtion of thar Belief, as 
if it were falſe; or of that PraCtice, as if it were evil and crimi- 
nal: He may kcep his own Opinton; he may alſodeclare, that ſach 
3 Belicf is good, though he tolerate that which is oppoſite there- 
4nto; and rhat ſuch a Praftice is innocent, thongh he have renonn- 
ced it, for the benefit of Fezace. Sceondly, He doth not betray his 
Conſcience, nor Religion, in ſuffering ſuch a Praftice to be ao. 
liſhed, or in leaving every boty free to ſach a:Beltef ;. becauſe he is 
periaaded that that Belief, or that Praftice, are not of 'the Efſence 
of Religion, and th?t a Man may paſs-we'l enongh wirhout them, 
and never (thereby) run any hazard of his Salvation. =_ 
There is nothing that can be more evident than this, That there 
are moſt innocent Prattices, yea, ſuch as are authorifed by the Te- 
ſtimony of the whole Church, which might (yet notwithſtanding) 
be very well abandoned, if any great Intereſt for the Glory of God, 
or for the Good of the Charch, did depend thereupon. As for 
Example: The greate(t part of the Chriſtian Churches have (in 
Baptiſm) renounced Immeriion, or Dipping, and do content them- 
ſelves with the Baptiſm of Aſperſion, or Spriakling : But now, if 
the Twks, who were diſpoſed otherwiſe to their Converſion, ſhould 
ſtumble hereat, and ſay, that it was of abſolate neceflity to plange 
in 
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io the Water as many as are baptized, that Jeſus Chriſt did inſtitute + 
it after that manner, that ſuch was the praſtice of the Apoſtles, 
and that it was the conſtant uſage of the Primitive Church ; would 
not Chriſtian Prudence be concerned now, to abandon the Baptiſm 
of Sprinkling, and to return again unto that of Dipping? This 
would not be to impeach the Memory of our Fore-fathers; for we 
ſhould never ſay, that the Baptiſm of ſimple Sprinkling is a Sacri- 
lege : Neither would this be the Betraying of the Truth; for we 
ſhould never ſubſcribe, that-the Baptiſm of Sprinkling is inſufficient. 
It would only be a Sacrifizing unto a great intereſt, a Ceremony 
which we do not believe to be important. Now lIct it be remem- 
bred, that there can hardly be any greater Intereſt for the Glory 
of God, and for the Good of the Church, than the Re-union of 
thoſe two Parties which do divide the Weſtern Church. If there- 
fore there were on either Side any Articles of ſuch a CharaQter and 
Quality, that:the one Side did-hold them to be entirely ruinous to 
Religion,* and-that the other did not look upon them (indeed) as 
meerly. indifferent, but yet, nevertheleſs, as not neceilary, with 
an abſolute neceſlity ; 1t is clear, that that Party which regarded 
the Article in. queſtion, as not being of exceeding great importance, 
ought to" yield-in favour of-the other, who did look upon it, as 
being abſolutely incompatible with Religion. And this is alfo ano- 
ther Principle which ought.not (as we conceive) to be diſputed. 
4+ Our tourth Principle is thts, That when the Queſtion is about 
Articles, or Creeds, whereof both Parties. do agree that they are 
not of the utmoſt importance ; that if they. be true, yet they are 
not of the Eſſence of Religion ; and if they be falſe, thongh they 
are believed to be true, yet they do not deſtroy ſaving Faith : In 
this caſe, | ſay, the ruling Party, that which is the mightieſt in 
Number, in Credit, and Authority, ought to be tolerated by the 
Weaker, who muſt accommodate themſelves hercin, for the Bene- 
fit of Peace, and to put a Ceſlation unto the Scandal of Schiſm. 
As for Example: If the Chriſtians of both Communions could agree 
together, that the Worſhipping of Images, and Praying unto Saints, 
were not Practices ruinous to Religion, and were no-way prejudi- 
cial unto Piety : It isclear, that in thoſe States where that Religion 
which igvocates Saints doth bear the ſway, the others ought to ac- 
commodate them(elves thereunto ; that is to ſay, that they ought 
not to ſeparate themſelves fram the Communionfor that thing a- 
lone. On the contrary, in thoſe States where the Religion which 
will got admit the lay acation of Saints doth rule, they who arg of a. 
» Contrary, 
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contrary Sentiment ought to accommodate themſelves thereunto, 


and not to ſeperate themſelves from the publick Worſhip, although. 
the Saints were not there worſhipped. This is alſo a Rule'of So- 


vereign Juſtice, whoſe Equity ſeems unto us to be moſt manifeſtly 
evident; the weaker Party would do nothing againſt his Conſcience, 
by adhering unto a Worthip wherein he ſhould lee the PraCtice of 
Things, which he doth not (indeed) believe to be either neceſſary 
or ſo much as good ; but yer ſuch, as he ſhould not (on the other 
ſide) believe to be cither contrary, or perncaous unto Religion z 
it would only be a moſt ſweet ſmelling Sacrifice, which he would 
offer unto God for the Conſervation of Peace : And this we call 
another of our unconteſtable Principles. 

5- Our fifth Principle is this, that in regard of certain. Articles 
of Pelief, or of PraCtice, which the one ſide doth look upon as im- 
portant in Religion, and the other doth conſider as leſs important z 
theſe laſt ought ro yield in favour of the former, 1n not obliging 
them (formally) to renounce things which they ſhould believe'to 
be true; they ought, 1ſay, not to oblige them to the!Abjuration, 


or to the condernning of thoſe PraCtices as pernicious, or of thoſe: 


Beliefs as falſe: 1 will explain my ſelf by an Example : The Roman 
Catholicks do believe, that the Opinion of the Real 'Preſence is a 
thing of importance ; the Reformed (on the contrary? do. believe, 
thar it isa great Errour; but yet they do not believe that this 
Errour doth ruine the. Fundamentals; for which cauſe they will 
colcrate it in the Proteſtants of the Confeſſion of Ausbourg, If 
therefore they ſhould enter into a Treaty of Re-union, with the 
Chriſtians of the Roman Communion, it would not be juſt to oblige 
them to the Abjuration of the Real Prefence, unleſs they could 
find means to perſuade them that it was falſe: Now this is a thing 
which no means can be found to doin a Treaty ; and which would 
alſo be no way convenient tu attempt; for thereis noendeavouring 
to perſuade them that the Real Preſence is falſe, but by a Diſpute z 
but in a Treaty of Re union all controverſal Diſputes ought to be 
avoidel, hike a moſt dangerous Rock. In the Re-union therefore, 
none ought to be oblig.d to the abjuring of Articles, of the falſity 
of which one of the two Parties cannot be ſo quickly perſuaded. 
The Reaſonof this Rule of Equity is evident; for no Man ought to 
be perſnaded ro do any thing againſt his Conſcience. To abjore 
an Errour, which a Man doth think to be a Truth, is a baſe and 
fearful Cowardice z for which (if it de perſevered in) I donot be- 
lieve, that there is any Place for Mercy , in ſo doing he is 'an 


Reretick, 
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Heretick,for he doth {till retain the Herefie inwardly; and he-is an 
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elf doth nothing againſt his Conſcience ; for in_ ſuffering another 
to believe 2$.2 Truth, that-which he doth look vpon as a non-fun- 
damental Error, he doth not oblige himſelf to ſpeck of that Errour 
as of a Truth, or to make-any, profeſſion thereof 3 nay, he doth 
reſerve unto huyſelt a Liberty. FJ reftilting that Errour, 2s long as 
he ſhall believe it to be falſe : Neither doth he'do any thing againſt 
his Conſcience, in not obliging others to the abjuration of ſuch an 
Opinion z. for not believing-.it. $0 he deſtruQive of Religion, he 
dothnot believe that they who retain'it do run any hazard of their 
Salvation. . We go never ſin againſt our Conſciences, in tolerating 
that in another, which we judge to be an Error ;, but when we do 
(at the ame time) judge that Error to be. Fundamental! and Mortal, 
in reſpe&t of Salvation : If then.we do tolerate our. Neighbour in 
ſuch Errors, we do ſuffer him to deſtroy himſelf, without ever op- 
poſing his ruinez which is an nnconſcionable Proceeding. One of 
the Communions which doth divide the Weſt, doth hold the Real 
Preſence as an important Truth; the other looks on it as a tolerable 
Error ; lt is clear, that whoſoever doth eſteem it-to be a tolerable 
Error, ought not to oblige the Party, who holds ittobean impor- 
tant Truth, unto theabjuration of that Opinion z which obſervation 
doth amount to this, in one Word, that Menovght to bear with one 
another, aud to unite themſelves by the way of Toleration, in thoſe 
things that are tolerable ; as the Theologues, Thomiſts, and Scoriſts, 
do bear with one another in. moſt -con{iderable differences about 
matter of Grace, without making any ſeparate Communion. 
6, Qur-Sixth Principle is this, That there is an infivite difference 
berween tolerating an Error, and making profeſſion th«t we du 
believe it 3 the firſt is an Aftion of Chriſtiana Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence; the ſecond is a. Cowardice, infinitely Criminal, and a. baſe 
Action, to wbich we ought never to ſolicite or tage any Peron. 
Truoth.is a. thing ſo venerable, that reſet is alſo due unto its 
very ſhadow, for {a1 call thoſe falſe Opinions, , which (by the fa- 
vour of prejudices) have eſtabliſhed themſelves in the Minds of Men, 
as if they were unqueſtiqnable Truths; and ſo much reſpeCt is 
owing evento them, that none. anght to exact from any Perſon the 
renunciation of them, as long as that Perſon doth account them i 
C Fo os 
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This Obſervation is of abſdltre neceſſity in-this preſent ſubje@t; 
The Qac!tion js of re unting thEProteftants to the Roman Charch: 
I:- muſt, be conceived thatrhey 'werild he capablept toterating many 
fat{- Opinions, the belief df which they were fiorable ro profeſs; 
and it, wpul4 be noresfonabte* to re-thertt, 'You'do not hold that 
this Bttief, 'or that that Prattice, is morcats therefore 'you-onughe 
to fubſcribe and te coofbrifiable "hereunto. © This 15 2ifo an wn- 
diſpurable Prircipte, and-one that needs.no proving,” that a Man 
may fatcly tolerate divers things, which hÞ qoght not ro @dopr,' not 

'raQtice. ds we ee” _ | 
4 7. Oar ſeventN ant UP np ehio, Thev#6 "Treaty oagh) 
to be inade to'the prejudice of F?oth, Wd moſt 'efptcialty 'of im- 
portarit Truths : TYith muſt have her Rights ſecored,; and made 
good unto her; and it is @ Right belanging'to Truth, to produce 
it ſelf, and to prove it ſelf : And thereforein a Tretty of Re-univn, 
by which there ſhonld be an agreement vf Tolerarion'in many Opi- 
m10ns, upon the Subſtance and Mrrer whereof they could not agree, 
each Party ought to be left ro'irs betty, 'ro examinethoſe Truths, 
about-which they were 'not come to any particular derermingtion'; 
and alfd there ought to be a free permiſſion to examine them pub- 
lickly, fo far as the ſafety of Peace can allow. There are ſome 
Truths that be not of fach grand importance, as that the Peace of 
the Church ſhoald be troubled ror eſtabliſh them 5; as (ori the con- 
trary) there are others. which are ,fo important, that one - 
to have no regard for the 1hfftmigies'of Men, nor for the Prejudices 
which do pdUeſs them : This is 5 a Principle which' ſtems to ns 
robe ancoriteſtable. '1 know not whether we'have been ſo happy 
as to bring ſo clear a Light of Evidence unte thefe Principles, as 
that wherein we our ſelves do ſes them ; but ſuppoſing rhat theſe 
Principles are certain, clear, and evident, (as\we do conceive them 
; to 
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pular;Devotions. ' Beſides-all rhis, [Do'not you own, that among 
thoſe rhifigs' which divide the Catholick - and the Proteſtant, all of 
them are rot of the ſame importance z ſome of them mighr be fore- 
gone, for the benefit of Peace ? We do. not now mark which they 
are, but (in the general) we are perſuaded, that you have ſo great 
a Love tothe Peace: of the Chyrch, and for the Salvation of thoſe 
People, 'unto- whom (you'RtH1:do that honour, as tb'call them-your 
Brethren, that'you 'will freely: ababdon ſomething, to facilitate 
their Return antothe Charcly-provided that the Fundamentals of 
Religion may ſuffer no Wrong thereby. OV4%+ 2.74 

The Aim of thefe Reflexions is; to ſhew you, 'that you are not 
im ſuch Terms, as that you cannot give a Relaxation in any thing ; 
for as much 2s "that: onthe one fide you are ſufficiently convinced, 
that divers Reformations might be granted anto-us, - Which would 
be very convenieat for'the)Church 3-and on/the other ſide, - your 
Charity might very well extend it ſelf fo far, as to leave ſome Pra- 
Ctices of ſmall importance, . to re-unite a divided Church, and to 
join it together again, in one and the ſame Place and Communion. 
If you are reſolved to releaſe nothing, and that you will make no 
Reformation, - it'is in vain-thatyou invite us to return unto the Ro. 
man Ghurch : While you do remain inthe ſame Terms wherein you 
were before the Council of Trexr, we ſhall be forced to keep ir the 
ſame Terms wherein we are at preſent; otherwiſe we ſhould con- 
demn our former CondaCt, and impeach the Memory of our Fore- 
Fathers 3 and that is a thing which we will never do. We ought 
(at leaſt) to have fome prerext, and that we may be able to-ſay, 
that the Galices Church is not the ſame” thing that it was, when 
we did ſeparate our ſelves from it ; and therefore, that as we 
had then reaſon to depart from it, ſo-now we: have reaſon to-re- 
return unto it again. 

Now, when we do (thos) demand a Relaxation, we are not ſo 
unrezſfonable, as not to offer the like : By the Eſtabliſhment of our 
Maxim, the Toleration ought ro be mutual on beth ſides. We are 
fully perſuaded that our DoCtrines are true, and that our Worſhip: 
s molt pure ; but we do not believe that all the Truths which we 
defend, are of an equal Importance : We could tolerate fome Er- 
rors, oppoſite to fome of our Truths, waiting until God ſhould 
be pleaſed to illuminate all of us : We could well enough be aſfli- 
ſtent at a Worlkip which (for the Ceremonies of it) was different 
enough from our own, provided that there be nothing therein con- 
trary to that which doth make up the eſſential part of our Duties, 


and 
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and of thoſe Adorations which we do owe unto God. $0 then, in 
regard of a Re-union in this firſt Principle, (viz. that there oaghc 
to; be a Relaxation on both ſides, for the mutual benefit of Peace) 
there is nothing that is impoſlible. 

Our ſecond Principle is, That when Men will endeavour a Re- 
union of two Religions, by way of. Accommodation, and of 
mutual Relaxation, neither of the Parties can (honeſtly) demand, 
of the other any Relaxation in thoſe things which his Oppoſite 
doth believe to be of the higheſt Importance, and of ſovereign ne- 
cellity for the Salvation of Souls. 

We have (already) proved-this Maxim ; and though we had not 
done ſo, yet it carries {o great an Evidence along with it, that it 
is proved by it ſelf. According to this Priaciple, it would not be 
honeſt in you, Sirs, to demand, that we ſhould give our ſelves a 
Liberty z (for Example ſake) in the matter of Adoring the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar, of the Invocation of Saints, of the Adoration of 
Images, and of many other ſuch like things, which we believe to 
be of the higheſt importance : For let ir be ſuppoſed (if you will 
have it fo) that we are in-the wrong, that it is but ſome phanatical 
Conceit, ſome Prepolleſſion, that it is any thing which you ſhall 
be pleaſed to call it 3 yet, however, we are under ſuch a Convi- 
Ction; and it is to be believed, that we ſhould damn our ſelves in 
adoring a thing which, in our Judgment, is nothing but Bread 3 in 
invocating any Creature, with a religious Invocation z or in the 
Adoration of Images. If you ſhould ovlige us to give our ſelves a 
Freedom in ſuch kind of things, before you. had fully convinced 
us, you would render us Hypocrites, Profaze, Idolaters, and (by 
conſequence) you would make us the worſt Chriſtians in the whole 
World. If you anſwer to this, that we ought to ſubmit our ſelves 
to the Judgment of the Church, which hath pronounced, that theſe 
Worſhips are not unlawful, you draw us oft from the' way of Ac- 
commodartion, and of Re-un;on, to caſt us back again into a State 
of Controverſies for then we maſt conſider what the Judgment of 
the Church is, we mult examine the Matter of Fact z to wit, whe- 
ther the Church (thar is to ſay, the true Church) have really de- 
termined, that the Sacrament ought to be adored, the Saints invo- 
ked, and Images prayed unto: After that, we. muſt examine the 
Queſtion of Right, and conſider what that Reſpect and Submiſſio 
is which we do owe unto the Judgment of the Church: To lead 
us this way, would be to make the Re-union (ablolately ). impoſ; 
fible. Beſides, we demand nothing bur what we are ready to hu” 
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IF therefore there be in-yorr-Pogma's, and in:your Worſhips, any 
thing which, yoy do believe- to be of extream importance, 1agd! 
without which there can be no Salvation, we-ſhould'be-urjuld to 
demand of you to give your (elves/a Liþerty in- theſe: things.: 1'It; 
lies upon you, Sirs, to mark out unto us:thoſe Pogme's, 'and thoſe 
Worthips, which you ſuppoſe to be of abſolute necellity tothe EN 
ſence of Chriſtianity, and- we will ſee whether we-canaccommoL 
date our ſelves thereunto ; that is'to ſay, whether we can tolerate 
them, without ſeparating from.the Conimunion: If we-thirix-cheny 
intolerable, that (1 confeſs) will render-the-Re-union 'i:1ipoſlibley 
but I queſtion-whether there be many of thoſe'things which (accor- 
dirg to your proper /deas ) are of the Eſſence of Chriſtianity, and 
which would be incompatible with the Chriſtian Religion, accor- 
ding to the Ide« which we have of it. Perhaps the Reflexions 
which we ſhall now make, may give us-a clear Light into this/Par- 
ticular. | 


. 


In the fir place, The Sacrifice of-the Maſs-cannet (as we be- 
jeve) be thar part of your Religion which you hold to be-of the 
Elfen of: Chriſtianity, and of which it would not be hopeſtfor-ns 
to demand a_ Relaxation from you for, to- ſay nothing, of this, 
that Chriſtians, wbo, ſhonld have no Prieſts-to celebrate that/Sa- 
crificx, wonld not ceaſe (according unto you) to live and die good 
ya for all that, if they were ine place where-it was-impo(- 

te: for them to find Sacrificers. To build nothing npon thats L 
f , that Manfieur de 1eaux, one of the moſt illvitrious Members 
7 Ho Body, hzth rednced this - Controverhe-to a ſmall 'matter x 
It is, nothing, bot a S?crifice of Commemoration ; it is-a Means to 
apply unto. vs the Effrcacy of the Groſs: I' can ſee nathing | in all 
this, but Ceremonies and Terms, «which de diſtinguiſh and ſepa- 
rate us : As for Ceremonies, you are too learned (Sirs) in Anti- 
quity, to be iFhorant that they have-not been the ſame-in all Times, 
and (by conſequence) that they are-not of the Ellence of the My- 
ſtery\ and that ſo a Relaxation-may vyery-wellbeanude, inreſpett 
of, rhem, withput giving'any Wound'unto Religion. Le us <cle- 
brate the Myſteries with thoſe Ceremonies which were in-uſeatony 
the Times of St. Jaftin Martyr, of Tertxllian, and of St: Irene: 
Wonld not that be ſiiffcient for Religion ? Would it be defeQive 
with thoſe alone?  As'for the Terms, you will have-it to becalled 
a Sacrifice, and.that we are utterly againſt: Bnr-is-there ino- way 
to fix unto the Terms ſome /dea, and ſome+ Signifieation, which 
twiy fatisfie aff the World? Monſicur de Meanx halt as-good 2s hir 
; upon 
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moni. ' 'Wrareicontrented that-kt theold:beroatled therEucharyt, 
aVaeyificewf Garmoamoratibn ; provided vit \beluitler "thac 
it is the application of the Propitiation of the Croſs of Jeſus Ghriſt; 
 'baiteverthurutiche World will conſent tortiis. There isa third 
thingy 'abour/ Which '(wirhonr /doubt Sirs) you -will make much 
leſs difieatty, and thavis ire ofage of this'Sacrifice. We do atfure 
oor felvegthaty on wilkheaytity abotih private Maltes; and Mafſes 
without 'Commtije ants, which are ſo con(tantly,and ſo ctrtainly 
comrary uvito the ww te nr av Nay, thoagh you: ſhould 
hudpe them Ttoliogood'; yet wedo believe that:you eſteern Mialles 
with Conifmunicares to he wach-more- confornnble tmto theprimi- 
tive mibiturion #f #har Sacraments arid fo it cannot be that'w hich 
you do look upon ds an clkmmral Pojac, and upon which it would 
not be horeſt for u#s'to defmandia Relaxation 'of you. 
; Bme-pertiaps the #tordrion df The Enchar iſt, is one »of thee 
Points wherein i'ygu conld wot give your ſelves any liberty, be- 
cauſethat thargaceording unto you;is of the Elfſence of Cliriftiamey; 
and 0n'the-&t|ier-ſidey -#t iam Article which we are not able topaſ3: 
But (Sirs) # her'you coplider-unto' what the Controverſit is atrhtts 
day redaced, you wil not fay'fo. The'Quoeſtion 4s not now, whe- 
ther- the Sacrament oughrto be Wored 3 1t15 true that the!Gounct 
vf raw lHath fo ordained. Trur it is, that the molt cettbrated 
Dofors of the Romiſb Perſaalion do rei as, that the Adoration 
vught 0 be referre&ro the Species; butithat 1s an Upiatod which 
is.807 perhaps at this day very currart in the Galican Church: Add 
you do interpret the Conncil of Trent in fuch a manner, as that it 
Lothinor oblige you to adore the Species;all the Adoration is entire 
by referred unto Jefes Chriſt. We do notdeny but that Jeſus Chraft 
voght to be adored inthe (onmanion of the Eucharifb: . All the 
Queſtion therefore is about equivocat Signs, which may be referred 
either unto Jefus Chriſtalone, 6r untothe Sacrament in eonjnnftion 
with Jeſus Chrilt. Now, mightthere not be a relaxation given, 
inthe matrer of Equivocal Signs, without obliging Peopleto them 
who believe that they ſhonld {in mortally in ſo doing ? Let itbe 
ſinppoſed (yet once again) that we arc inthe-Error, mthis Points, 
Bot is it not an inacecent Error ? What prejudice dorh 'Religion 
tuffer thereby ? What ditionovr. can (there rredonnd unto feſt 
Chriſt by it , ſince that (in conchmon) we do, and we ſhal4dore 
Jeſas Chriſt? Is Gbd diſhononred, becauſe titlopefufe ta adore 
him ina Stone, mm which, yet notwithſtanding; 1 to know Tthar'God 
ls ? If you will but give good heed to- ir, Sirs, you will find;: that 
| (even 
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(even according to your own Jdeas) this alſo is not any matters 
concerning which you cannot give a Relaxation for the benefi of 
Peace. 

Of many other Points, which ſome in your Communion would 
make to paſs for Matters of abſolute neceſſity; we will touch bue 
at one ofthem ; and that is, adherence unto the Holy See, for ſa 
you call that which we call the See of Rome: But we beſecch you, 
Sirs, that you will be pleaſed to conſult your own Underſtanding 
and Judgments thereupon. An Aſlembly of Faithful Perſons, 
fituared art the other end of the World, who had never heard talk 
of a Pope, and who wanted nothing elſe but this z might they not 
for all that be very good Chriſtians ſtill? Conſult the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory; Was that adherenceto theSee of Rome reputed to be always 
of the ſame neceſſity ? Had che Churches of Afi, in the firſt Ages, 
the ſame connexion and the ſame dependence upon the Komen See, 
that the Churches of Exrope at this day have? When there was no 
Pope at all in the Weſtern Church, did it therefore ceaſe to be a 
Church ? That time hath been ſeen wherein there was not any 
Pope. During the ſpace of forty years (for ſo long did the great 
Sckiſm of the Weſt continue) there were two Popes to be ſeen 
at one time; and ſome times no leſs than three; and all thoſe 
Popes had their ſeveral intrigues to ſpin out that Schiſm, and each 
of them to maintain himſelf in his particular grandeur ; which is 
as much as to ſay, that there was not any lawful Pope during all 
that time; for if they had been both of them true Popes, the 4 
Church muſt have had two Heags; if one of them had been the true 
Pope, and the other afalſe, then all the Zarins which were ſubject 
and obedient to the Anti-Pope, muſt have been damned, in caſe 
that adherence unto the true Pope be neceſlary to Silvation : But 
this is a thing which no Body will avouch, but hold that each Party 
of that divided Church wetre in a way of Salvation; and yet that 
could never be, unleſs that adherence to the Holy See be not eſlen- 
tial unto Chriſtianity. Therefore (to conclude Sirs) ſeeing that 
you have defined, that the Pope is not infallible, trom whence | 
ſhould proceed the neceſſity of this adherence unto an Head which 
may lead Men into Error? Seeing that the Council can depoſe 
Popes, why can it not alſo remove this Burthen? If the States 
of a Kingdom have the Power todepoſea King, they have alſo the 
Power to change the Form of Government z they are Maſters of 
the Laws, and can change them too. We could add divers other 
| Conſiderations, but theſe do ſeem unto us ſufficient ro make you 
Ya comprehend, 
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comprehend, that (according unto your own /aea's). adherence to 
the nn ms be of the Eſſence of. ines 3 and. that 
therefore you-ought not to take it amiſs, we do conjure you 
to givea Relaxation in that Point. 

You will tell us (undoubtedly, juſt as we lately told you) that 
whether it be Reaſon, or Pre-occupation, a —heer od Conceit, 
or ſolid ju t, whatſpever it be ; yet we do believe, that the 
Sacrifice of the Maſs, the Adoration ofthe Euchariſt, ay Adherence 
to the Holy See, &c. are ofthe Eleoes at Cbrilbianiey z and there- 
fore (according unto your Principle).-you have no rightto ſollicite 
us to give our lelvesany liberty in.. It is not honeſt, to require 
People to renounce things, which are (in. their Opinion) of a So- 
vereign Neceſlity:: Give us.therefore-leave, Sirs, to tell you, that 
you are miſtaken; you ſay that you,do judge this to be gf abſoluce 
me pllity,perhags you think that youdo believe ſo,(and undoubtedly 
People of an ortinary diſcerament amoxg you are of that Judgment; 
but weare perſuaded, we will plaialy perceive, and evidently 
ſee iy, your own Heart, whenever you ſhall be pleaſed to conſul it 
without Paſſion, that the dee of Chriſtianity doth not formally 
include in it, either the neceſlity of any other ifice than that of 
the Croſs, nor of any other Adoration than that of Jeſus Chrift in 
the Heavens, nor of any other adherence but unto.the, Supreme 
Head of the Church, which is the Son of God.; There are a thou» 
ſand things, which we ſay our of Habit and Cuſtom, as if we did 
really believe them z but whenever we come to give heed to it, we 
find that thoſe things are no way allyed unto the Original Ides's of, 
our Spirits, and do not at all low from our Principles, 

Our third Principle was this, That when the Queſtion is about 
a thing,the Belief or the Praftice whereof doth ſeem to be Mortal to 
one of the two Parties, and doth not ſeem to be of Abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity unto the other ; Chriſtian Charity and Prudence do require, 
that the Party which doth nat look upon that DoCtrine, or that 
Workhip, as being of Abſolute Neceſlity, fhould abondon it for the 
ſake of Peace, and ſacrifice it unto the other Party which hath an 
invincible Horrour for it: We do nor believe that any wiſe Perſon 
can conteſt this Principle z which if you will admit, it will open 
you a Door to avoid the moſt part of thoſe difficulties which put 
an obſtacle to our Re-union. 

Let us begin with the Invocation of Saints: You know, - Sirs, 
that that doth take up a great part of your Worſhip; youdo alſo 
know, that it is one of the 1-2 IIIa to the pro | 
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and ſuck a Stoxe,” that; if it'be nor raket! dwayy it Abth put an uh- 
furmountabl&Obſtacketo'the Re-rnion ; for when all is'done,” we 
are perſuaded that' we ought not; in any faſhion in the World, to 
bring the Worſhip of the Creatures into the Divine Service : If 
poſſibly we ſhonld be in the wrong, arid that you have all the Reaſon 
on your ſides z yet remember; -Srrs,” that ome regard may, and 
oughtto þe trad nnto the mfirmities of gar weak Brethren 3 and all 


that | y can'tmyft 'be- rettehched in favour of them, that they 
may nor be vithend 90 oem: Su Pan doth p—_— great 
deal of vetemency) Tf Meat tp'muhe my Brorhts ro offend, ! willeat no 
Fleſh while the World ff andeth, We are here abſolntely in the caſe of 
our third Principle, On the one fide we do believe, that the Wor- 
ſhip'of the Creatures is deſtyoCtive ro' the fandamentals of the 
Chriſtian Religion 3 of the other 69 ye do believe,” that the 
Worſhip of the Creatures is 'not of abſt 


the Invocation of Saints is neceſſary'unto $alvarion; atcording to all 
the Chriſtians that there are of your Communion, it is ſufficietft to 
mvoke God alone; there is found in that Being. infinirely erect 
all thats neceſſary-ro ſatisfle and fill up our Wants : This Printipte 


I Evidehce,' that kf the World is agreed in ir, 1t is 
only from w 


hom we: recetve thofe Graces which do make us 


tnppy,” arid which do'difpsfe us unto's 'perfeft bearicude' ir is. 
enongh therefore for us to ask them of him alone. *'We ovght not” 


rs pray unto the Szints (according unto you, Sirs) with any other 
Spirit or Aﬀection than that wherewith we deſire the Faithful here 
upon the Earth, to pray uytb'Gbdfor us ; and is that ſuch a great 
Pieceof Bufineſs, 40 leave it, when'it proves to be ſuch a Rock of 
Offence unto {© many Millions of Souls, which (according to your 
ſappoſition) do deftroy themfelves in the Schiſm. You do agree, 
thata Man who doth content himſelf with the ſuccours of his Bre- 
thren's. Prayers alone, who are here*on Earth, and who ſhould 
(continnally) himfelf pray' unto God, ſhould, yet nevertheleſs, be 
ina very fairway for Heaven, and ſhoald net fail of obtatningthat 

which he did ask for. oY 
We defireyou alfd (Sirs) to conſider, that ſappoſing that the 
Saints do know our Wants, and do intercede fo us ; that the 
Church would loſe nothiog by it,though they were not invoked here 
upon Earth : You are ſufficiently perſuaded, that the Charity of 
thoſe Glorious Souls is' no wey in the World dependent, upon the 
Homages which are paid vntothem here below ; they are gy 
only 


re necelſity in Retigion: 
We do not know liny'Manamniong all your Dottors, who ſairh; that” 
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only for God ;/ they do fiot require '6f any to bnild then 
Chapels, and to y unto thei: * And if a Ceſſation were ptt 
nate that Invocation, not out of any 'Contempty of them, but” for 
fear of exciting the Jealovfie of God, they would never be dif 
pleaſed with the Charch for that Cauſe; ; they would pray (never- 
theleſs) for the Church in general, and for the Necellities of every 
one of the Fairhful in particular. You do alfo'know, that though 
they ſhould be ſappoſed to be capable of Reſentment for the abar- 
doning of their Oratories; and their Chapels z = they-would ftilf 
pray unto God, in the behalf of thofe who did'nothing for ther + 
$0 that the Church would loſe no Succours by retrenching thisIn- 
vocation, and ſhe would gain an'inftnite' of Souls by the Bargain. 
This Invocation of Saints-is founded ypon that- whictr chey calf 
their Interceſſion': You do agres in that Phitit, Sirs, that the In- 
terceſſion of | Jeſits Chriſt is ofly' ſaffifient for to/ ſave us4'-that al- 
h all the Saints ſhotld/be Nene, provided that 'our Redecitier 
did but fet his Bloyd' af) forks! oh that oor Aﬀairs wonld'gd 
on never the lefs profperonſly - for: 4ll thit.” | You-do ao print 
= thar he who dotty rely" apon the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
' doth not-db amwits :/ judice therefore could-it be 
the Church, t&1sy' alide ci Intercetfion « thera? "If we 
ſhould leave. it, out of a Prificiple'of "Fear to of-' 
as eſs Chriſt,” we ffiot 4 (for hat) 1 -it, {in caſe 
be any- reality-in ſuch Intereeffiony fot (axwehave late-' 
ly y eepreſiieed unto you) 'yor' are ſufficiently perſuaded, that the' 
tengo if toy pv know our ns dopray for the Converſion of 
Iyols them; as welt as for 


on ot help: CS do. __ L 
to theſe” ions we or ſain onothr thin, Sire. 
oe NI 6 very welf know, and 'which (without makmg any: 
'of it ) ) yougo openly avouch ; narntly, that this Inyoca- 
tion f the Saj very ſubje&t unto great Abuſes, and that a 
£ yer of hem Ard ppt 'creprt' thereinto : * The wiſeſt| 
05h w obtickly« Tom Nin of thoſe Abnſes, and” 


dv troy approve of me- Advices of the © 
SE a ge eas 
rai: for thoft wholſome* Advices ; ge Gifu, ie Ne «+ 
frog net 5 Ahgers, of 'Rochet, and of Luzon ; wherein'thete is ao'en- 
Fenconterning the Abuſes which ought to be aVvided in = 
lovdcaribe' of Seiten and in the Deyotion of the' holy Vi irglp: 
That Leflon begins rhas 3 [rrhere no Abuſe to bt avorditet in the fr 
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tion of the Saints ? And the Catechumenes is made. to' anfiver, Jes, 
there are many of them, which are but too t00 common among l-inflrutted 
People, You know, Sirs,, that it} is impoſſible (in. this Caje') £6 
weed out the Abuſe, without extirpating the Thing which is abu- 
ſed ; for the Peopie are not capable (w religious Service) to diſ- 
cern and ſeparate the Bounds which diftinguilh the Honour which 
is due unto none but God alone, from that which may be render'd. 
unto the-Szints: We dare boldly ſay, it. is impolkible but'that they: 
thovuld be deceived herein, by their Ignorance, 23d by thoſe Inclis, 
nations they bave unto Superſtition, 43 of bo 5 

W hercupon 1 beſeech you, Sirs, to conſider, that the Wor- 
ſhipping of Saints, on the one hand, being not abſolutely necella- 
ry to the PerfeCtion of the Chriſtian Religion; and on the other 
band, being ſubjet unto ſo many, Abuſes, it would become your: 
Piety, ang your Charity, to retrench a thing, the privation- of, 


which would bring no prejudice to the:Church, andthe removing. 
whereot would reſtore her ſo many Souls, which. (according unto, 


you.) are wander'd from her Folds. To conclude, You are (all of 


you) fully perſuaded that the Divine Service would be never the leſs. 


ure, though none but God alone ſhould be invoked ; and there- 
e you are alſo. perſuaded, that God, and his Glgry, wauld ſyf- 
fer ng prejudice. by ſuch Retreachwent.,c; , 


, 
: b 


The ſame things we ſay concerning Images, .: the, Wagbij of 
them : That kind: of Worſhip, will ar 7 Nat -an = 


rour in the Proteſtants; they believe that the Law of God. doth, 
forbid itz they are perſnaded that it is a pure piece, of Pagaviſm, 


which the Devil hath, brought into.the. Church they cannot, hear 


it out of their Thoughts, but that this, Warſhip is. an; invingblg. 


Obſtacle unto. the Converſion. of the 7ews and 


poſe (if you will), that all this. is but ,Prevoccupationy —_ 


ever, it is ſuch a Pre-occupation as they. can nexyer recover. from; 
Burt, on the contrary (Sirs). you are fully in the folk 


place, that Images are not eſſential unto. the Chriſtian Rehgjoo,. 
x Þ hat 


and. that one may paſs.very well withqut, them. - Se 
the. Church Apoſtolical was well enough chniencet wither 


You. will ſay, that that-was for fear, leſt. it might prove.a Snare. 
unto the ill-ioftruted Pagans, whom they dehired to. withdraw. 
from the Worſhip of Idols: = (let RY o__ - will) it doth 
thereby appear, that one may be a very . Chriſtian,. without 
proſtrating himſelf before Images.. The moſt Learn | and the : 
moſt ſincere among you, do alſo agree, that the Church was with-. 

| out: 


ut Images. . 
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out Images for more than three hundred Years ; which doth fill 
make it evident, that (even according unto. you) Images are not 
neceſſary. Finally, You do agree, that the Abuſe of that Worſhip 
is poſſible, frequent, great, and dangerous : Moreover, it is im- 
poſlible for the Simple to form unto themſelves diſtin Jdeas of 
relative Worſhip, ard of abſolute : You cannot be jznorant, how 
many. thouſands of People are miſtaken therein 3 and that a Pea- 
ſant doth proſtrate himlelf before an Image with more Devotion, 
than he doth before God. himſelf. Give us leave, yet once again, . 
ro make Applicztion of our Principle here ; and to-ſay unto youz 
For God's fake, Sirs, do not. put an Obſtacle ta the. Re-union of 
the Church, (which is the greateſt of all the Works. which God 
hath.now on foot,) for a thing which the Chriſtian Church can ve- 
ry well be without, and which we believeto be (abſolutely) inſup- 
portable. Take away the Occaſion of ſo many Abuſes, in taking. 
away a Worſhip, the Foundation whereof is, in no wiſe, of the! 
Eſſence of Chriſtianity. A Relaxation ought to bemade, for Peace. 
ſake, of unneceſlary Dogma's, and, Worklhips,, which. beget. Hor-- 
rour in the Parties you would draw to them. . 

This ſame Principle will ſhew you what you may alſo do, in re- 
gard of the Retrenchment which is made of the Cup, in the: Sa- 
crament of the Exchariſt.; It ſeems to us-to he eſſential z we believe 
that we do loſe the whole Sacrament, in loſing one part of it.. 
Now, lt it be ſuppoſed ( yet once again) that there may be ſome- 
thing of a phanatical Conceit in this : But. yer, will.not your Cha-- 
rity have ſome regard to the Infirmity of your weak Brethren, in: 
a thing wherein you acknowledge. that tlie Glory of God is not in- 
tereſſed, ; nor Religion concerned ?.. It is no Sacrulege (according to: 
you) for the People to communicate under both the Species z you- 
2cknowledge they did receive it ſo for. many hundred Years toge-- 
ther : On the other ſide, according unto us, it 1s a Sacrilege to- 
communicate under one Species. lt is: clear. therefore, that you 
may accord the Favour we. deſire. of. you in that Point, without 
apy Injury done to your Rebgjion. 

Divine Service in a. Language. which the People: do.not under- 
ſtand, is alſo one of thoſe. Articles unto which we may apply our 
third Principle. - You do acknowledge that the Apoit olical Church 
did underſtand the Language wherein the Divine Service was per-: 
formed;. you are. perſuaded that, there is neither any Evil nor 
Scandal in it, to pray. unto Gad, ia the Church, .in a Language . 
which the People do underſtand : This therefore. can be no great, 

uſtneſs-, 
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buſineſs for you to grant 3 for, let all your Prayers be twrned ints 
French, (when all is done,) your Religion doth abide fil in irs 
Integrity ; but it is ſach an unſpeakable Torment unto us, that we 
. cannot communicate at a Worſhip, in a Language which we do not 
naderſtand. There can be nothing therefore more conformable to 
the Rules of Charity, and of Chriſtian Prudence, than a Relaxa- 
tion in this Particular ; - the Church would loſe nothing at all by the 
bargain, and the World would be a great Gainer. 

The Liberty of Marriage for the Prieſts cannot concern the Fun- 
damentals of Religion, any more than the other Things aforeſaid, 
becauſe it is only a Point of Diſcipline. There have been, in the 
Latine Church, Prieſts married f{imce the Tenth Age; the Greek 
Church hath abundance of them that are ſo now ; and yon (Sirs 
dq not hold, that the Sacraments which are adminiſtred by thoſe 
married Priefts are unlawfnl.; you cannor, therefore, look upon 
this as a matter of the higheſt importance to Religion ; and! (as 
for our parts) we cannot poſſibly conſider it as a thing 1 - 
rent, becauſe we look on this DireCtion of the Diſcipline, as a 
Sourſe of ten thouſand: Diſorders; which, we believe, cannot be 
any other way remedied, but by taking away that Yoke which im- 
poſeth a neceſſity of an unmarried Life upon ſo many People, to 
—— a God harh not given the Continency neceffary for ſo holy an 

ate. v4 7 
You know (Sirs) that theſe are not the only things which you do 
not believe to be of ſovereign neceſſity, and which we believe to be 
veryevil : Theſe Articles which we have touch'd at,are only Exam. 
ples, to fortifie oor Rule, which might be extended tog'a-great ma- 
ny other things. Might not your Charity and Chriſtian Wiſdom 
induce you to make a view of all theſe things, that ſo you might 
retrench a good part of them? You fhonld (undoubtedly) there- 
by offer a Sacrifice which would be mcſt acceptable unto him who 
calleth himſelf the God of Peace, and who doth command that 
Peace be maintained among the Brethren: ' | 

It would not be enough for you to'retrench the Abnſes, and rhat 
which you do call ſo, in the Invocation of Saints, inthe Worſhip df 
Images, in Pilgrimages, in the Adoration'of Relicks, in Fraterni- 
ties, &c. For, in theſe things, we canner diſtinguiſh the Uſe from 
the Abuſe ; but do eſteem rhe whole of itto be Abnſe : And though 
that ſhould be an Error in us, ' yer-it would commend your Chari- 
ty, to bear wir us in a thing, the Rerrenchment whereof would in- 
fer no Wrong unto'Chrifttanity. | 

Neither 
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* Neither would it be enough for you to permit us not- to inyos 
cate the Saints, not to adare Itnages, and not to take any part in the 
Devotions which reſpeCt the Creatures ; for we cannot communi- 
cate with any Church, where all this ſhould be praftiſed : it would 
be (in our Opinion ) all one, as if we did it our ſelves. The publick 
Service is for all the whole Company, we could not hinder our 
{cives (if we wonld never ſo fain) from participating therein : It 
would be our Worſhip, as well as yours, if we were re-united ; 
or, if weſhonld (formally) oppoſe our ſelves to it (as'we ſhould 
be obliged ſo x0do0) we muſt then fall back again, into the Miſchief 
of that Schiſm, from which you would draw us. 

Toconclade, Sirs ; What we demand here, the like weare wil- 
hog to grant : If you have any Articles which you believe to be of 
a ſovereign ty, and which we hold to be almoſt indifferent, 
or (atleaſt) tolerable, becauſe. they do not deſtroy the Fandamen- 
tals of Religion, we are ready to tolerate them in onr Brethren, and 
to: re-unite our ſelves, though they do not abandon them : It doth 
lieupon you (Sirs) to mark out which they are. But, we beſeech 
you, have the goodneſs here to remember, that thoſe onghr not to 
he-propounded as (almoſt )-indifferent Dogmas, and (conſequently } 
ſach as we onght to ſuſfer, about which, it is notorious, we have 
declared, that wedo look upon them as (altogether) intolerable. 

Our.fourth Principle is, That in the Articles wherein it is agreed 
on both ſides, that they are not eiſential, there the weakeſt Side 
ought to comply with the PraCtice of the ruling Party. And here 
(Sirs) you will find all kind of Advantage on your fide: You ac 
the ruling Party in France 3 you- have, in the Head of you, that. 
great Prince, for whom we have ſo much Reſpect and Veneration, 
that, to ſatisfie him, we will carry our Complaiſance as far as ever 
it can be carried with a ſafe Conſcience, This Maxim would make 
you gain more things, than you could loſe by the Precedent ; for 
there would (undoubtedly) be found a great many of thoſe Articles, 
both of Dagmas, and of Worſhips, which, although we do (indeed) 
condemn, yet we do not believe them important enongh to oblige 
us to keep our ſelves in a State of Separation. We ſhall not mark 
out, which thoſe Articles are which might be abandoned, to you, 
becauſe we are not ſafhciently authoriſed thereunto; a full Aſſem- 
bly would berequiſze, to diſcuſs an Aﬀair of ſuch importance : But 
that which we can allure you of is this, that this Maxim would - 
ſave you (almoſt) alt the exterior: part of your Religion ; ſo that 
you might make a Reformation of the Church, withont fearing the 

Revolt. 
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'Revolt of thoſe-People, who are concerned for nothing but the out- 
ſide thereof : But (yet nevertheleſs Sirs) you ought not to put in- 
to the number of thoſe things, to which we might accommodate 
our ſelves out of Complaiſance, thoſe external Ceremonies which 
goto the rendring of a Religious Service to the Creature, for we 
have told you, that is a thing our Conſciences can never endure. 

Our Fifth and Sixth Principles do amount vnto thus much, 
That in the things, which ſbould (by mutual agreement) be re- 
trenched for the edification of the Charch, or tolerated for the be- 

nefit of Peace, and for a Re-union, neither Party ſhould be obliged 
cither toabjure the Errors and the Worlhips which ſhould be fo re- 
trenched,or to ſubſcribe to the Opinions which ſhould be tolerated. 

This is alſo, Sirs, an Article, which would be entirely unto our 
advantage ; for if your-Charity and your Complaiſance did carry 
you to retrench (for Example ſake) the Invocation of Saints, the 
Adoration of Images, and that of the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
as things which might be laid aſide, we ſhould not preſs you to con. 
demn as Criminals, the Praftices which you ſhould have renounced ; 
but (waiting until God ſhould illuminate yon, to make you know 
the true CharaCter of thoſe Worſhips, and their true Name). we 
ſhould ſuffer you to ſay, that you had retrenched (out of Com- 

Plaiſance) Worſhips, which in themſelves were not evil ; and by 
which means you ſhould not be obliged to condemn your Anceſtors, 
nor to impeach your Church. 

But it would be juſt that we ſhould alſo enjoy the privilege of 
this Maxim, and that in the things which we did tolerate, you 
(ould not oblige us to any abjuration of our Sentiments, nor unto 
a Confeſſion of yours: If (for Example ſake) we did agree to tole- 
rate the Opinion of the Real Prelence,it would not be juſt to oblige 
us to the Avjuration of the Real Abſence, or to the Confeſſion of 
the Real Preſence; for that alone would be an invincible Obſtacle 
toa Re-union. A Man may w<ll enough tolerate an Error; but 
he ought never to betray the Truth, If it ſhould be agreed upon 
to tolerate the Opinion of Purgatory, you ought not to oblige us 
to ſubſcribe to it, nor yet to conceal our proper Sentiments , and 
by the ſame Reaton you might not retain all thoſe Worſhips, and 
all thoſe Devotions, which are founded upon that Opinion of 
Purgatory 3 for if you doretain thoſe Worſhips, they will become 
our Worſhips, and our Devotions, by Virtue of that Union into 
which we are entred with your Church. We ſhould confeſs and 
eſtabliſh that Purgatory, which we did in the mean while renounce 

with 
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with our Herts, and which we tid conderiini. by our "Words; 
which would beto _ GChriftian-intb a State: of cory wes 
and obbge Him to ſ and ta deſtroyione-and the lame thing; 
a Conduct entirely te uneo'Chriſtian Sincerity;”. / © 1 2 
Our Seventh and laſt Pritciple' is, That-m an Accommodation 
of Re-union, Truth ought to be intereſſed as. leotle as poflibly'can 
be, in ſuch ſort, that the generality and particular Perſans ougtiteo: 
be teft to their own. liberty; toinkmR; themſelves ty. che: Wore: 
of God, andi by -amicable Conferences upon thaſe Points,: which: 
ſhould be releafed:on both fides ;:for 1it. would not be convenient- 
to make a Form of Confeſlior of Faith, which all (hould be obliged 
to ſubſcribe and to hold unta.$ It: was.not © that'the Apaſtolical 
Church did perſevete in. their Union, netwithitanding that great 
diverſity of Sentiments, which was beeween the)converted Fews,and: 
the which were. fared Ghriſtians; 306 know (Sirs) that 
that diverſity was very. 5 allthe codverted/Fews were Zealots: 
for the Law, as 'St. deth exprefly tell} os inthe. 21 Chap. of. 
the As y they did believe, that the obſervation of the Law was: 
neceſlary unto thoſe whodid embrace the Goſpely .St. Pasl: ad all 
the canyerted Pagans held, that ſuch obfervation of the:-Lawyg was: 
pernicious: Now they did/noc ipatcir up; aCanfefiion of :Raith, -i0 
and ambigions Terms, to coment' both-the -Parties3 but. 
each of them kept their own Sentiments z. and yet forall that they: 
did continue united. Yowhave (Sirs)-in your owrz: Church a great: 
diverſity of Opinions, in Things of exceeding great ithportance;' 
wherein every Party hath a right to ſearch out the Truth, and! 
to endeavour to _ it known unto others, without any prejudice! 
to the Union : The. ſatpe courſe ought: to- be uſed in-reſpeRt. of 
Opinions, which it ſhaltibe, thought fic.to tolerate in favour of a 
general Re-union. There is good reaſonto believe, that God will 
bleſs the endeavours of thoſe who make ſearch after Truth with- 
out aan _ = S$pitit al Peace, and that:(both Parties being 
re-united) they wotid quickly come:t9g:an univerdal agreemenc, as- 
well in: of Dottrines, as of Worſhip. i 1/5 611 TT 54 
4 he m- al Principles 4 meter aA ied eſtabliſhed und ap- 
ied anto divers Articles, mig ied into a great ma 
more. There are Points of Faith, and toes Points. of Diſc. 
pline; there-are Controverfies ſpeculative, bs thoſe of Pre- - 
deſtination, - Free- Willy: Grace, ] tionz: Merit by: Works: 
It' is not this-fort of things that can-put aty Obſtacle to a Re-ngaon, 
becauſe theſe dorarely come fo i asthe People whoaretthe-moit _ 
intere 
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intereſſed in this'Afﬀair, and a Toleration might eaſily be granted 
in thoſe very differences, wherein Men of each Communion, da al- 
ready bear with'one another. '[There are other Controverſies which 
reſpet the Worſhip; and they will be eaſily terminated by applying 
untothem'the precedent Principles. Finally, thereare ſome Con 
troverſies, which relate unto Government and Diſcipline, wherein 
our fourth Principle will give you huge advantages. It is not for: 
us:(Sirs) to take uponus to defcend into'a more: particular retail! 
err nan wherein we might give our ſelves'a liberty ; bur 
yet | dare aflure you; thatithere: is ſcarcely any thing which we 
ſhould not do for Peace, the Glory of God,' and 'our Confciences' 
(ia the firſt place) bemg welldecu 

;:We deſire you-moreover (Sirs) to conſider,;that the Relaxations, 
which we defireof you, do no way intereſt your Honour, nor:your' 
Glory; thoſe falſe Maxims of ' Worldly Gloryy ought to have no 
place os conſideration in Religion. © They who make the. greateſt 
advancesfor Peace, do get the greateſt Glory. You have-begun thoſe 
advances by the Paſtoral Letter, which your late Aſſembly did 
addreſs unto allvur Flocks, we will gladly look upon it as an effe&t 
of you Charity;; but that ſame Charity which carries you to in-/ 
vite us to:2a Re union; doth alſo oblige you to open for us the ways; 
unto it : If we were in that Poſt which you polleſs, if we were the 
ruling Religion, it would be our parts to clear and tormake plain 
the ways ; but ta the place wherein you-are, it would be expected 
from you (Sirs) to do that by virtue of the Authority you have 
in your Hands,which we in our weakneſs ſhould bur in vain attempt. 
Let this be laid down foran unqueſtionable Principle, [Thar it is:ab- 
ſolurely impoſlible co haveany Re-union without ſomerReformationz, 
ſo that if you do ſeriouſly and heartily deſire this Union, you muſt 
(Sirs) grant ſome” Reformation.3! and do not take it amiſs, if we 
repreſent unto you, that the Reformation onght to go before the 
Propoſitions of Re-union ; | mean, an a@tual Reformation; for it 
would be no way reaſouable, 'that you ſhoyldoblige ns tu re-unire. 
with you, before you had reformed; under”the bare promiſe of a fu- 
ture Reformation:: :For {in the firſt place) in .expeCting that this 
Reformation ſhould be wrought, we muſt certainly continuea long 
time among you. Haw long were they forced to demand the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and the Reformarions there made, before they could 
obtain them?! The Catholick Princes were near forty years in ſoli- 
citing theth, without-arly ſacves. The ſamething <onld 'nor fail 
to happen here; and in a tedious expectation pur Conſciences muſt 
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groan, -in a Church where we ſhould: be obliged to participate in'd 
Worſhip which we believe to be evil.-' Secondly, What allurance 
could we have that Pt omiſe ſhould be kept with os ?.' We doubt nor 
but you are ſincere and well intentioned, (Sirs,) but on the other 
ſide, we doubt not, bur that when you ad reſolved to reform the 
Church,. you would fuid thouſands of People: to traverſe: your De- 
fignzand if 3mong allchoſe-Ovſtacles,any ſhould fiuſtratethis pious 
Purpoſe of Reformation,we ſhould find our ſelves in an un-reformed 
Church, with which we ſhould be forced to break a ſecond time, or 
to damn. our ſelves in it,.abidiag therein againtt our Copſciences. 
Foraſmuch as that in. ail .Treartics, it is neceſlarily requiſite, 
that the Parties thould aft by way of accord: 'It.woald be ablblute- 
ly neceſſary (Sirs) that you chould procure'his Majcities fulland en- 
tire conſent, for our free liberty to confer together; and alſo that 
we may take advice of our Brethren the:Proteitants of Germany, of 
England, Switzerland, andthe Low-Coumries.;for whatever reſpe&t 
we have for the Orders of his Majeſty. yet we.cannot make a Schiſm 
with our Brethren, neither can we aCt any thing herein, without 
their advice and conſent. v i $740 
' After we ſhould have thus conferred together, it would be 
necellary that we.'ſhonld alſo conter with-you; 'not to enter into 
Diſputes, and.to treat of Controverlies, for that is a way-which 
never had, nor ever will have any good ſacceſs. iIn thoſe kind of 
Controverſies, the ruling Party will alway have the Reaſon ou their 
ſide; they publiſh what they pleaſe, and yet (whea all is done} 
every Body believes of ir as he ſhall find cauſe. The Honour of 
Victory is more ſought after than the Triumph of Trath. The 
Conferences ought to run enly. upon this, what things may be mu- 
tually tolerated, and what cannor. 

But (to diſpoſe Men's Spirits unto this Re-nnion). it would be 
neceiſary (Sirs) that yon ſhould procure a Ceſlation of thoſe Ri- 
gors and Severities which are exerciſed againſt us, throughout all 
the Kingdom, under your direCtion,and by your ſollicitation. Who- 
ever they were that perſuaded you, that this was a good means 
to make us return, were =_ ill acquainted with the'Heart of;Man, 
and.the workings thereof: It is true, that theſe ways of rigour may: 
gain you ſome baſe, ignorant, intere{[ed/Souls ; Souls void of Piety, 
and without any Love of the Truch; but ir will (endleſly) drive 
away from you, all that haveany Zeal, or ſo much as the leaſt ſpark 
of Honour in the World. When a People. ſhall ſee their- Temples 
pull'd down, their Altars demoliſh'd, their. Children ſaatch'd our 
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of their Arms, their Eſtates plundered, their Liberties violated, 
when they ſhall ſeq themſelves bereaved of Sacraments, their dying 
Friends without any Canſolation, the Living without IaſtruCtion; 
when they ſhall ſee their Countreymen incited to their ruine, and 
that they axe continually threatned with Death, Maſlacre, and 
Pillage; when they ſee themſelves ſhut up in a Kingdom, ſo that 
they cannot go any. where elſe to ſeck their Means of Living, which 
is denyed them in their own Country, againſt the Law of Nations, 
whych doth permit Perſons to ſeek Eadd for their Bodies,and for their 
Souls, whereſoever they can find it: All this(l ſay )is apt to provoke 
and enflame, to incenſe and fet Men's Spirits on Fire, to ruine their 

diſpoſitions vato Re-union, and to baniſh all thoughts of Peace. 
And therefore it is a Preliminary of abſolute neceſſity to reclaim 
Men's/Spirits,which are made hagard and exaſperated, by the hard- 
ſhips-whickthey have faffered of late years; to reduce them (I ſay) 
by opening the Priſons unto ſo many Innocents, who are ſhut up 
for no-Caulſe but for Religion; by reſtoring unto ſo many Con- 
ſciences, which are now in Slavery, the liberty to follow their 
own Motions; by permitting ſo many ſcattered Flocks to re-aſ. 
Etnble themſelves, to pray unto God, 'and/ſo many baniſhed Mini- 
ſters to. return into the Kingdom, there to jain their Prayers with 
thoſe of their Brethren, that they. may abtain the Bleſſing of God 
gpon this great: Deſign of a Re-union. In the Name of God (Sirs) 
remember that the Ways of Rigour are not thoſe which the Go- 
ſpel doth command : The Feet of a perſccuting Converter (which 
comes with thundering Arreſts, with Menaces, and offenſive Arms) 
are-not the Feet of the Evangeliſts, of which the Holy Ghoſt ſays, 
how beautiful are the Ecet of him that bringeth goad Tidings of Peace, 
that publiſheth Salvation, that ſaith anto Sion, T by God reigneth! We 
do earneſtly tieſeech you to have pity upon ſo'many Thouſands: of 
Souls, driven out of the Kingdom, who. have ſaved nothing bur 
their Conſciences, and who are reduced unto. very cruel 'Extremi- 
ties. We do heartily beg, that you- will” ſuffer-your ſelves to -be 
moved by the Fears of ſo many Perſons who. weep for the-Infants 
which-are ſnatched out of their-:Boſoms, and out of their very 
Bowels, againſt the Laws of Nature, who do miſerably periſh/ by: 
the harſhneſs of their Country-men, ' who: axe violenaced in their 
Conſcicnces. by the Laws, which do lay a Yoke upon their Souls ; 
who are cruelly tormented with the Remorſe wherewith their own 
Weakaeſs - doth upbraid: them; who. do aſſiſt: ax your Myſteries, 
without haviograny.. Faith, or- Reſpect for: them; who find _ 
| elves 
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ſelves reduced to a Neceſſity, either of lokng their Goods and Li- 
berty, | or of betraying their -Sentimeats. 

I will add (Sirs) that you ought not ta conſider the great diſpro- 
portion of Numbers, Strength, Credit, and Authority, which is 
between you and us; Say nat, that we ought to yield all, becauſe 
we arc the weakeſt. Conkder that it is not only us, with whom 
you treat ;; it is with the whole Body of-the Proteſtants; you ſhall 
act for all Ewrope ; for it is as certain as any thing in the World can 
be, that if the Re-union be made in Fraxce, by the way of a juſt 
Reformation, all Ewrope will imitate you, and all the Proteſtants 
would follow us: And ſo you ſhould acquire the greateſt Honour 
that the Miniſters of Jefus Chriſt canever arrive unto ; that is;. to 
cloſe up the aftcightful Wound of the Church, which hath layen a 
bleeding for ſo many Ages. 

Ever fince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity among the. Gads , 
the Gallican Church hath ever been one of the moſt glorious Parts 
of the Univerſal Church. It is ſhe which hath (in all Times) ex+ 
poſed her ſelf, with the greateſt Conrage and Succeſs, againſt Ty+ 
ranny: She hath preſerved her ſelf in greater Purity than-avy other, 
in the general Corruption. There is nothing more to be done, to 
crown the Glory of your 'Charch, but (only) to make her the Re- 
formatrix of the univerſal Warld : That is a thing which you may 
do; and it is beyond. all doubt, that your Example would have 
ſach Influences in it, as would be extended unto the uttermoſt parts 
of the Earth You would draw thoſe who would not follow you; 
and all the. World would yield to your Authority. 

By this Means, the'Kingdom of that great Prince, under whoſe 
Orders you a&, would become the moſt glorious that ever any 
was, ſince firſt there were Kings upon'the Face of the. Earth:-All rhe 
World would bleſs him, and he would thereby open himſelf a Way 
to the univerſal Empire: All the People of Exwrepe would make it their 
Delight, and take it for an Honour, to be united under the Domi- 
nation of him, who ſhoald have re-united them into one and the 
ſame Religian. You would haye the Honour (Sirs) to live ia the 
Memory of Poſterity, as the ſecond Fathers of the Church, and 
her great Reſtaurators: You would have the Pleaſure to reſtore 
the Serviceof God to its primitive Luſtre, aod 4 poſltolical Purity : 
You might take for your Modei, the Churches anto which the 
Saints, Jreneus, Ignatius, Policarp, Eyprian, and; all the holy Biſhops 
of the three firſt Ages did preach: - Reform Chriſtianity upon that 
Foundation, and you will not only reſtore Peace unto the Chucch, 
DUT 
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but alſo open the Gates thereof unto all Infidel Nations : Phe Fews 
and the Mabometens will make no difficulty to adore our God, when . 
you ſhall have raken out of their ſight thoſe Images, which they 
cal Idols ; that religious Adoration of Saints and Angels, which 
they do. call the Vice-Deities, and Secondary Gods of the Chri- 
@ {tians; when you ſhall permit themto ſerve none but one God in- 

Viſible, and not command them to adore an Object which they eat; 
As long as theſe Stumbling-ſtones do lie at the Chnret-door, the 
Infidels will never enter into it. Reſtore the Worſhip to chat de- 


—=gree of Spirituality, which is efſential unto Chriſtianity : Parifie 


the Temple, 2nd the Spirit of Gud will fill it , and that Spirit will 
make your Word, - and your Examples, efficacious for the Conver- 
lion of thoſe Countries which are feparated from the Church, 

This is that (Sirs) which we ſhould have anſwered, if we had 
been authorized (by the whole Body, whereof we are Members,) 
by way of Return unto the Paſtoral Letter, which you did us the 
Honour to write unto us, in your late Aſſembly. Wedo earneſtly 
befeech you (Sirs) that you will awaken the Bowels of your Com- 
paſſions towards your Brethren, whom you do Lappoſe to be in a 
State of Wandring and Error; but who are (nevertheleſs) your 
Brethren, (as great Strays, and deceived, as you ſuppoſe them to 
be : ) Deal therefore with them, as with Brethren, and not as with 
Enemies: That your Exhortations may have the more Efficacy, 
open unto them the Way of Grace: Draw them with the Cords of 
Humanity, that ſo you may bring them back again, into the Bo- 
ſom of that Mother, from whom you pretend they have ſeparated 
themſelves: They will ( undoubredly Y anſwer your Invitations 
with Joy, as ſoon as ever they ſhall be able to-do it, without ve- 
fiſting rhe Voice of their Conſcience. 


